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MEDICAL CANNABIS 
Statement 

HON AARON STONEHOUSE (South Metropolitan) [6.57 pm]: We have heard a good deal by way of 
promises from this government about its intention to make medical cannabis more accessible to those in chronic 
pain, but as I stand here today I have to ask myself whether that commitment is real. Members will be aware that 
medical cannabis was legalised in Western Australia in November 2016—almost a year ago to the day. Members 
may be less familiar with the realities of accessing it. Twelve months on, the process is still bogged down in 
a quagmire of red tape and bureaucracy. The current system is so stifling that some patients are finding it almost 
impossible to obtain prescriptions, even after a year of government tinkering and Australian Medical Association 
interference. In fact, there is quite a lot of fearmongering from the quacks at the doctors’ union—those 
self-appointed fun police. 
We are not content with asking medical practitioners—licensed doctors—to make one application. WA does not 
just mean “wait awhile” when it comes to medical cannabis; it also means “wait again” and do things twice. I say 
that because the government currently forces doctors to submit almost identical paperwork to the federal 
Therapeutic Goods Administration and to the state Department of Health, both sets of which need to be completed 
and assessed before a prescription can be issued. Representatives from Medical Cannabis Research Australia have 
told me that the WA end of this process can often take between 20 and 30 hours to complete. Let us be clear: we 
are not talking about the end result being a doctor who is certified to issue prescriptions as his or her medical 
training indicates; this is the process for each individual patient. Those patients are said to be waiting for up to two 
months for their applications to be processed by the Department of Health. That is two months of pain and 
additional anxiety—two months too long. The Therapeutic Goods Administration in Canberra has a standard 
processing time of one week. It is not unheard of for applications to be processed within a day. What is the health 
department here in Perth doing with its nearly identical paperwork that takes it at least eight times longer to process 
than its federal colleagues do? Furthermore, is this not a clear case of duplication? I have a lot of reasons to 
condemn needless bureaucracy, but I cannot think of any as valid and as gut-wrenching as the knowledge that 
citizens across the state right now are in debilitating pain from diseases, such as multiple sclerosis, drug-resistant 
epilepsy and cancer, to whom we have promised medication in a timely manner and whom we are failing right 
here, right now. I have urged the minister and I urge all members of this house in good conscience to ensure that 
our health services are helping those in need and not suffocating them in needless red tape. 

House adjourned at 7.00 pm 
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